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terrorist-oriented identification and
screening processes by expanding the
use of biometrics;

(b) Consistent with applicable law, (i) rec-
ommend categories of individuals in
addition to KSTs who may pose a
threat to national security, and (ii) set
forth cost-effective actions and associ-
ated timelines for expanding the col-
lection and use of biometrics to iden-
tify and screen for such individuals;
and

(c) Identify business processes, techno-
logical capabilities, legal authorities,
and research and development efforts
needed to implement this directive.

(20) Within 1 year of the date of this
directive, the Attorney General, in coordi-
nation with the Secretaries of State, De-
fense, and Homeland Security, the DNI,
and the heads of other appropriate agen-
cies, shall submit to the President, through
the Assistant to the President for National
Security Affairs and the Assistant to the
President for Homeland Security and
Counterterrorism, a report on the imple-
mentation of this directive and the associ-
ated action plan, proposing any necessary
additional steps for carrying out the policy
of this directive. Agencies shall provide sup-

port for, and promptly respond to, requests
made by the Attorney General in further-
ance of this report. The Attorney General
will thereafter report to the President on
the implementation of this directive as the
Attorney General deems necessary or when
directed by the President.

General Provisions
(21) This directive:

(a) shall be implemented consistent with
applicable law, including international
obligations undertaken by the United
States, and the authorities of agencies,
or heads of such agencies, vested by
law;

(b) shall not be construed to alter,
amend, or revoke any other NSPD
or HSPD in effect on the effective
date of this directive;

(c) is not intended to, and does not, cre-
ate any rights or benefits, substantive
or procedural, enforceable by law or
in equity by a party against the United
States, its departments, agencies, in-
strumentalities, or entities, its officers,
employees, or agents, or any other
person.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic
June 5, 2008

The President. Welcome. Thank you for
coming. Laura and I are thrilled you’re
here. Vice President and Lynne Cheney are
happy you’re here as well. This is a chance
for us to thank the Members of Congress
and their families for serving the United
States of America. I hope you have found
it as great a joy serving our country as
we have. The South Lawn is full of antici-
pation and excitement. There’s square
dancing and trains and obviously balloon
hats. [Laughter]

Audience member. It’s a cowgirl hat.
The President. Cowgirl hat. Madam

Speaker, thank you for coming. I’m—ap-
preciate you bringing your family. Leaders
of the House and the Senate, thanks for
serving. I’m really thrilled to be able to
introduce a friend of my family’s—friends
of my family for a long period of time.
We’re really lucky to have with us today
the Oak Ridge Boys. I’m honored they are
here.
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Thank you all for coming. Please enjoy
yourselves. May God bless you and your
families. And may God continue to bless
the United States of America. Thank you
for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:43 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks Following a Meeting on Earthquake Relief Efforts in China
June 6, 2008

Thank you very much, Bonnie, for invit-
ing me here. I’m proud to be here with
Secretary of State Rice, Secretary of Treas-
ury Paulson. Ambassador, thank you for
being here.

I’ve just been briefed about how the
United States private sector, faith-based
community, NGO community’s responding
to what is a horrible human disaster in
China—estimated 70,000 people have died,
18,000 people missing, 15 million people
homeless, and the tally is still being count-
ed. There’s no question, this is a major
human disaster that requires a strong re-
sponse from the Chinese Government,
which is what they’re providing, but it also
responds—a compassionate response from
nations to whom—for—that have got the
blessings—good blessings of life, and that’s
us.

I told the folks assembled here that I’m
not surprised that the American people
have responded to this challenge. And the
reason I’m not surprised is, we’re a com-
passionate, decent nation that cares deeply
about a stranger who hurts. And so the

response of the—so far of our American
citizens have been impressive—unprece-
dented and unparalleled in its compassion.

There’ll be more work that needs to be
done. My message to the Chinese Govern-
ment is, thank you for welcoming our aid,
thank you for taking a firm response to
this disaster, and just know the American
people care about the people of China.
When a brother and sister hurts, we care
about it.

And so that’s why our response has been
so robust and so compassionate to date.
I want to thank you all from the bottom
of my heart for showing the great compas-
sion of America.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. at
the American Red Cross National Head-
quarters. In his remarks, he referred to
Bonnie McElveen-Hunter, chairman of the
board of governors, American Red Cross;
and China’s Ambassador to the U.S. Zhou
Wenzhong.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony for Steven C. Preston as the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development
June 6, 2008

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank
you. Welcome. Thank you. It’s a—so glad
to be here at the Department of Housing

and Urban Development. And I’ve come
to introduce you to your new boss, Sec-
retary Steve Preston. I want to thank
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